
케이시 asked me to walk him through fun Korean descriptive words last Wednesday. If you can 

pick up on all the subtle nuances/differences among the following words, you can definitely be 

proud of your Korean skills.  

 

단단하다 - sturdy/robust. 몸이 단단하다  

탄탄하다 - sturdy/robust(slightly more than 단단하다)  

땅땅하다 - sturdy/muscly but short (usually for guys)  

당당하다 - confident. 당당한 걸음 Confident walks 

담담하다 - calm when facing terrible situations  

도도하다 - haughty 도도한 여자  

뚱뚱하다 - fat  

통통하다 - chubby 그는 뚱뚱하지 않고 통통한 편이야. He’s not fat but rather chubby. 

똥똥하다 - chubby (slightly less than 통통)  

딱딱하다 - hard, firm 그 음식은 딱딱하다 The food is hard   (질기다 – chewy) 



든든하다 - 1) 든든한 남자 a kind of guy you feel like relying on and can fully trust 2) pleasantly 

full. 속이 든든하다  

튼튼하다 - sturdy, durable 그는 튼튼한 몸을 가졌어. He has a strong body 

쏠쏠하다 - lucrative 비트코인은 쏠쏠했어  

쓸쓸하다 - lonely, empty   쓸쓸한 발렌타인 데이  Lonely Valentine’s day (I am O.K. For Real) 

쌀쌀하다 - chilly  오늘 날씨가 쌀쌀하다 It is chilly today. 

살살하다 - be easy on someone / do gently 살살해줘 (can be useful for Jacob/Susan. 

Overwatch! Say 님아 제발 살살해줘요  Sir, please be easy on me.) 


